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More Infogram
and
Presentations!
“The greatest value of pictures is when it forces us to notice what
we never expected to see”
-

John W. Turkey

Introduction

After being introduced to basic visualizations in Infogram in the previous module, the
students will now explore the uses of infogram to create their own infographic. In addition,
students will learn about the art of presentions through presenting in groups on the
infographics of their creation. Through these explorations, students will learn an important
skill that is crucial for presenting during SLX and generally develop public speaking skills.

Objectives

1. Students will be able to recognize what makes a solid data visualization.
2. Students will be able to utilize Infogram to create simple visualizations (pie, bar) and
advanced visualizations (choropleth).
3. Students will get practice creating advanced data visuals and infographics on real data.
4. Students will develop speaking and presentation skills.

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.

How to Make Quality Visualizations
Demonstrate Advanced Infographic
Creation Nation
Selecting Specializations

How to Make Quality Visualizations (10-15 minutes)

Purpose:
To show them how to make a good data visualization that will make a lasting impact (no
pun intended)

Materials:
Projector
Computers
Directions:
Explain to the students that there are three factors in a good graph: Functionality, Aesthetics, and
Storytelling. For each one, introduce a graph that does it well, and one that doesn’t, and ask the
class for their input on why the graph works/doesn’t work.
Functionality

Bad (left) - the red section seems to be the largest, but the blue section actually is.
Good (right) - the two halves represent the two sexes, and there’s no confusion as to what this
graph conveys
Aesthetics

Bad (left) - the colors are wayyy too bright, and this is just harsh on the eyes
Good (right) - there is color where it needs to be, and they also match with the fruit they represent
Visit the website https://www.e-nor.com/blog/data-visualization/makes-good-visualization to
see a really good demonstration of the concept “less is more”

Enlightening

Bad (left) - the info that this graph presents is expected - the minimums are lower than the
maximums, and the average temperatures change with the season. Who knew?
Good (right) - this graph will come as a surprise to many, showing how the Soviet Union exploited
large swaths of its population to try to overwhelm the enemy (instead of using better training and
tactics). It presents new information to the audience that they can’t deduce on their own.
Discussion:
1. (throughout the activity) Why are these factors important?
a. Functionality - The visualization should be able to convey the right information to
the reader. The cleanest data visualization won’t matter if it does not correctly
inform the reader. Functionality adds substance to the graphic.
b. Aesthetics - Just like how writers use hooks to grab readers’ attention, the data
visualization has to be eye catching in order for it to be noticed. Aesthetics give the
graphic more traction.
c. Enlightening – A graphic can be functional and aesthetic but still may be lacking if
the information is not utilized to change the reader’s mind. If the graphic is not
enlightening, then viewing the graphic is only a waste of time.
2. Would there be any other essential features to a good data visual?

Demonstrating an Advanced Visualization (10 minutes)
Purpose:
This activity is designed to jog students memory on the previous module through a
designated walkthrough of the creation of a more advanced visualization using Infogram.
Materials:
Computers (Infogram)
Projector
Pet Data
Directions:
● While projecting screen, walk students through creating a choropleth map using pet data.
Steps:

Step 1: Create a map

Step 2: Select map and input pet data in edit data column
Step 3: Tweak around with
settings such as color, value,
and map properties to get
desired map

One (of many) final product examples

Creation Nation (30-35 minutes)
Purpose:
Students get time to create both their own infographics on the topic of their choice and
structure their presentation in groups. Students will develop communication skills through
presenting.
Materials:
Computers (Infogram)
Directions:
1. Students are assigned ahead of time into groups of 3.
2. Students have 5-10 minutes to decide upon a topic and find data, reshare sites to find data
(kaggle, dataworld, data.gov, socrata, data market, etc)
3. Give students 15 minutes to create at least one infographic per person using infogram and

an outline for how they will present their information to the class (google slides or other
medium).
4. Each group will present with every team member contributing.
5. At the end of every presentation, facilitators and other students are encouraged to ask
questions and make comments about the presentation and the group’s speaking skills.
(Presentations should be ~2 minutes)
Requirements:
● Each student much create one visualization for their infographic
● At least one visualization is an advanced visualization for each group
● An introduction to the chosen topic as a whole is present in each presentation
Discussion:
1. Do you like Infogram? Why or why not?
2. What are some challenges you faced using Infogram and how did you overcome them?
3. What are some visualizations you would want to see that you could make with Infogram?
4. What are some visualizations you would want to see that are beyond Infogram’s ability?

Selecting Specializations (5 minutes)
Purpose: Have students rank which specialization they would like to be put in.
Materials: Share this Form with your students
Directions:
1. Give students a quick rundown of what each specialization entails. Brief descriptions can
be found on the google form (please do not show bias for your specialization)
2. Make sure they fill out this form BEFORE they leave class.

